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world. We begin with the home, the school, the society, 
the university, the press, and then we go to the halls of 
legislation. 

Our great aim to-day is permanent treaties of arbitra- 
tion, a permanent International Arbitration Court, and 
gradual disarmament. 

Peace Societies are springing up everywhere, not only 
in the United States, but in Europe. Organization is the 
hope of the world, and woman the elastic cement that is 
binding organizations together, and by them and through 
them we hope soon to hold the banner aloft to the nations 
of the world, proclaiming the Fatherhood of God and the 
brotherhood of man. 



WOMAN AND PATRIOTISM. 

BY MAT WRIGHT SEWALL. 

President of the National Council of Women. 

The fourth line of effort undertaken by the Council 
through standing committees is that indicated by the 
name of the fourth Committee, " The Committee on Pat- 
riotism." The assertion is not unfrequently made that 
patriotism is on the decline ; that not only the spirit of 
'76 but the spirit of 1861 as well has expired and, wrapped 
in the mantle of Peace, is embalmed merely in patriotic 
memory. It is well for women to bear in mind that this 
assertion is made only by those who believe that the 
highest expression of patriotism is found in one's willing- 
ness to die for one's country. If the truth shall ever be 
universally recognized that to die for one's country is a 
service far inferior to living for one's country, women 
must bear a large share in its inculcation. So long the 
ideal of physical courage has been recognized in a will- 
ingness to meet death, and the highest ideal of moral 
courage has been associated with willingness to meet death 
for a good and noble cause that it has grown a difficult 
task to make people realize that it requires more physical 
courage to live three-score-years-and-ten than to die at 
an earlier date, and that it requires more moral courage 
to come up to four-score years " by reason of strength," 
which has been devoted to the illustration as well as to 
the advocacy of high moral ideals, than to die for any, 
however noble, cause. 

What the world needs is not men who can meet death 
and women who can see their beloved die without terror 
and without revolt. Such men and such women it has 
had from the earliest historic times. But it needs men 
and women who together can meet life, who can unite in 
the solution of its problems which, with the advancement 
of civilization, are constantly becoming more delicate, 
more intricate and more exacting. In this new time 
patriotism must take on in women the form correspond- 
ing to that which it took in earlier times, but not identi- 
cal with it. My own conviction is that women should be 
the inspirers of men. That men and women must mut- 



ually inspire each other perhaps goes without the saying ; 
but when the transition period of which we all talk so 
much and which seems so long in its passing shall be over, 
I believe that women will primarily be the inspirers, 
secondarily the doers, while men will be secondarily the 
inspirers and primarily the doers. 

Perhaps the highest patriots thought that the duty ex- 
acted in 1861 was death. Whether right or wrong in 
interpreting the signs of that time, all must agree that 
death is not the duty exacted of the patriots of to-day. 
It is perhaps a harder one. To-day patriotism exacts an 
unprejudiced, unbiassed, impartial study of the great 
problems which have become bones of contention between 
capital and labor ; of the other great problems whose 
solution must determine the limit of individualism and 
the limit of government control or interference. It is 
quite impossible that men shall solve these problems 
wisely who have grown up in homes where these great 
problems were held in abeyance to the relatively trifling 
questions of what we shall eat, and what we shall wear, 
and what our neighbors say, or, indeed what the last 
novel or the last poem says ; subjects which a prevailing 
dilettanteism takes quite seriously. Patriotic men can not 
be produced in homes where patriotic women do not 
exist. So if one limits the consideration of woman's pat- 
riotism to the influence which it should exert in her home, 
a standing committee on patriotism ought to commend 
itself to the approval of the entire nation. 

However, in this country women are not only mothers 
and teachers at home, but by hundreds of thousands they 
are teachers in the public schools ; by tens of thousands 
they are teachers in academies and seminaries ; by hun- 
dreds they are teachers in colleges and universities ; by 
scores they are serving upon school boards and municipal 
boards, and are thus officially related to the government. 
As voters, in twenty States they participate in school 
elections, in three States in all municipal elections, in two 
States in all elections. Since the first triennial of the 
National Council, women have sat as regularly elected 
delegates in the nominating convention of a great politi- 
cal party convened for the purpose of nominating candi- 
dates for the Presidency and the Vice-presidency of the 
United States. And even as I speak, in the legislature 
of a great State sit three women as duly qualified mem- 
bers of that G-eneral Assembly, introducing bills that 
shall become, that have become laws, discussing public 
measures, voting for or against measures that shall enter 
into the civil and political life of a great people. It is 
high time that the National Council had a standing com- 
mittee on patriotism. 

From Triennial Address at Washington, February 18. 



Of the increase of His government and peace there 
shall be no end. — Isaiah. 



